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GIVE A GIFT TODAY TO SUPPORT THE PASADENA 
SYMPHONY AND MUSIC EDUCATION.
Pasadenasymphony-pops.org/give

WELCOME TO 
THE PASADENA 

SYMPHONY’S 
26/27 SEASON!
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2 0 2 6 / 2 7  S E A S O N  SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Andrew Brown
chief executive officer
pasadena symphony & pops

On behalf of Music Director Brett Mitchell and the 
orchestra we are thrilled to invite you to join us 
at the beautiful Ambassador Auditorium.

As I look at each program this season, I hear the voices of composers 
who chose light over darkness, triumph over tragedy, and defiance over 
fear. I hear musical artists who painted both visceral musical tableaus 
and emotional journeys brushed with lush melodies and rhythmic 
dances, laced with tension, passion and resolve as heard through the 
music of Brahms, Beethoven, Vivaldi, Rachmaninoff, Tchaikovsky, 
Shostakovich and so many more. 

We are thrilled to welcome world-class guest artists Benjamin Beilman, 
Clayton Stephenson, Simone Porter and Paul Huang this season, 
alongside our very own Principal Cellist Michael Kaufman, who takes 
center stage as soloist for Elgar’s heart-wrenching Cello Concerto. As 
you know, it is also important for us to champion the voices that shape 
and expand orchestral music today, as we share the music of friends 
both old and new, from Joan Tower, Carlos Simon, Jennifer Higdon and 
Kevin Puts. 
 
There is no closer way to experience the rich, vibrant music performed 
by the Pasadena Symphony than from your own seat in the intimate 
Ambassador Auditorium. We look forward to you joining us this season, 
and we hope you will consider subscribing. As always, thank you for 
supporting us and for continuing to make live music a priority in your 
lives, and an integral part of our community.  

With warm regards, 



BRETT MITCHELL conductor

BENJAMIN BEILMAN violin

We open the season with quite 
possibly the greatest first symphony 
ever written—placing Brahms in 
his rightful place as one of the 
world’s most beloved musical 
geniuses. Plus, Barber’s exquisite 
Violin Concerto performed by Avery 
Fisher winner Benjamin Beilman 
guarantees a grand opening night!

JOAN TOWER	 Made In America
BARBER			  Violin Concerto 	  
BRAHMS	 	 Symphony No. 1

P A S A D E N A S Y M P H O N Y- P O P S . O R G

OCTOBER 24, 2026 

BRAHMS 
SYMPHONY NO. 1

“Poised and 
monstrously 
talented” 
 – Philadelphia Inquirer



BRETT MITCHELL conductor

MICHAEL KAUFMAN cello

From the infectious energy of 
Beethoven’s Seventh Symphony 
and Carlos Simon’s contemporary 
reimaginning of this bold work, to 
the emotional depths of Elgar’s Cello 
Concerto, this program showcases the 
orchestra at its most powerful, with 
Principal Cellist Michael Kaufman 
taking center stage.
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NOVEMBER 14, 2026 

CARLOS SIMON	 Fate Now Conquers 
ELGAR		  Cello Concerto 
BEETHOVEN 	 Symphony No. 7

BEETHOVEN 
SYMPHONY NO. 7

“Simon refashions 
musical history as 
excitable new realms 
with an unmistakable 
musical purpose.” 
– Los Angeles Times



P A S A D E N A S Y M P H O N Y- P O P S . O R G

“Stephenson is not just a 
remarkable virtuoso, but 
a poet, a dramatist and a 
master story-teller.” – Gramophone

BRETT MITCHELL conductor

CLAYTON STEPHENSON piano

FEBRUARY 13, 2027

JENNIFER HIGDON  blue cathedral  
STRAVINSKY	     Suite from The Firebird 	
			      (1919)
RACHMANINOFF	     Piano Concerto No. 2

Just in time for Valentine’s Day, 
Stravinsky’s dazzling Firebird 
Suite and Rachmaninoff’s lush 
and deeply romantic Piano 
Concerto No. 2 will leave you 
breathless and asking for more.

RACHMANINOFF 
PIANO CONCERTO NO. 2



BRETT MITCHELL conductor

SIMONE PORTER violin

Acclaimed violinist 
Simone Porter makes 
her triumphant return, 
bringing her technical 
chops and expressive 
artistry to Vivaldi’s most 
beloved concertos in 
a performance full of 
energy and elegance.

MARCH 20, 2027 

BACH 		  Brandenburg 
		  Concerto No. 3
STRAVINSKY  	 Dumbarton Oaks
VIVALDI  	 The Four Seasons
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VIVALDI
FOUR SEASONS

“…Porter’s silken-toned 
virtuosity puts her right 
up there with the finest 
interpreters of her 
generation.” 
– Chicago Classical Review



The season closes with two 
monumental masterpieces 
– Tchaikovsky’s passionate 
exploration of love and longing, 
and Shostakovich’s powerful Fifth 
Symphony—a gripping journey 
from darkness to triumph.

MAY 1, 2027 

KEVIN PUTS		 Millennium Canons 
TCHAIKOVSKY	 Violin Concerto  
SHOSTAKOVICH	 Symphony No. 5

BRETT MITCHELL conductor
PAUL HUANG violin
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TCHAIKOVSKY & 
SHOSTAKOVICH

Huang “possesses 
a big, luscious tone, 
spot-on intonation and 
a technique that makes 
the most punishing string 
phrases feel as natural as 
breathing.” – The Washington Post



BRETT MITCHELL, conductor 
TBA, vocalist
DONALD BRINEGAR SINGERS
LOS ANGELES CHILDREN’S CHORUS  
LA BRONZE HANDBELL ENSEMBLE

FRI, DEC 11 AT 7PM 
SAT, DEC 12 AT 4PM & 7PM 
ALL SAINTS CHURCH

HOLIDAY
CANDLELIGHT

THESE 

CONCERTS 

WILL SELL 
OUT!

D E C  5–6 ,  2 0 2 6
Kick off your holiday season with this stunning 
tour of four elegant homes decorated for the 
holidays in floral regalia. A time-honored 
tradition for over 50 years, the Holiday Look In 
Home Tour has raised more than $3 million for 
the Pasadena Symphony’s concert series and 
educational programs.

Boutique – Pasadena Scottish Rite
150 N. Madison Ave.
For tickets and more information: 
PASA D E N A H O L I DAY LO O K I N . O R G

TICKETS$50 adavnce$55 door



SUBSCRIBE FOR 
THE BEST SEATS

SYMPHONY SERIES AT 
AMBASSADOR AUDITORIUM

131 S. St. John Ave, Pasadena
Concerts are at 2:00pm & 8:00pm

HOLIDAY CANDLELIGHT AT 
ALL SAINTS CHURCH

132 N. Euclid Ave, Pasadena
Concerts are at 4:00pm & 7:00pm

Can’t Commit? Buy a 

FLEX PASS 
and choose dates later

FLEX PASS
Buy 4 tickets for only $249 and 
enjoy the 26/27 season your 
way! Buy your tickets now at 
a highly discounted price, and 
select the concerts you want 
to attend later, when it best 
fits your schedule. You decide 
how to use them. Attend four 
different concerts, have two 
date nights, or bring yourself 
and three friends to one 
performance — mix and match 
however you choose!

No Risk Guarantee Subscriptions 
have never been easier. 
• Pick the concerts you 
want! Choose 3, 4, or 5
• Secure the BEST seats at 
the BEST price
• Save up to 25% OFF 
single ticket prices
• Get total flexibility with 
ticket exchanges
• Hold your tickets on 
account if plans change

Subscribers also receive:
• Invitation to VIP season 
announcement party and 
open rehearsal
• FREE beverage voucher
• Unlimited additional 
single tickets at your 
discounted subscriber price
• 2 FREE ticket vouchers 
to bring friends

SUBSCRIBE 
YOUR WAY!

$129
SUBSCRIBE
FOR AS 
LOW AS



Please consider a tax-deductible gift. A contribution of any amount can make 
an inspiring difference! Your support makes possible every performance, free 
community event and life-changing youth education experience.

THANK YOU! $

Join our Conductor’s Circle with a minimum donation of $2,000. 
Enjoy complimentary parking, post-concert receptions, mingling with conductors, 
guest artists and the musicians of your orchestra.

CONDUCTOR’S 
CIRCLE

$

 SELECT YOUR SEATS

Orchestra $178 Section B Main $89
Chorus $145 Section B Side $72
Section AA $135 Section C $45 x $
Section A $110 Section C Side $30
Balcony $135

HOLIDAY CANDLELIGHT AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH
CONCERT DATE/TIME  DEC 11   ❍ 7PM     DEC 12   ❍ 4PM   ❍ 7PM

GRAND TOTAL = 

ONLINE
PasadenaSymphony-Pops.org

MAIL
150 S. Los Robles, Suite 460
Pasadena, CA 91101

PHONE
626.793.7172
Mon-Fri 
9am-5pm

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY			   STATE	 ZIP

PHONE			 

EMAIL*

❍  Check made payable to:
Pasadena Symphony Association 

❍  Please charge my credit card:

CREDIT CARD NUMBER			                     EXP. DATE

SIGNATURE

ORDER 
TODAY!

SUBSCRIBE 

TO SAVE UP TO 

25%

SYMPHONY SERIES AT AMBASSADOR AUDITORIUM

LOCATION SUBSCRIPTION PRICE SINGLE 
CONCERTS

NUMBER 
OF SEATS TOTAL

Section AA $580 $476 $369 $149 x $

Section A $515 $420 $324 $117 x $
Section B $395 $328 $255 $92 x $
Section C $295 $248 $198 $72 x $

Section D $210 $172 $129 $55 x $

SELECT DESIRED 
DATES/TIMES

OCT 24
❍ 2PM   ❍ 8PM

NOV 14
❍ 2PM   ❍ 8PM

FEB 13
❍ 2PM   ❍ 8PM

MAR 20
❍ 2PM   ❍ 8PM

MAY 1
❍ 2PM   ❍ 8PM

CHOOSE    ❍ 5    ❍ 3    ❍ 2  CONCERTS

FLEX PASS (4) best available seats - $249 x $
Flex Pass tickets are valid only for 26/27 Symphony Series at Ambassador Auditorium. 
Seating is based on best available at time of redemption. Not eligible for Holiday Candlelight.

No refunds. Artists, programming, dates, and single ticket prices 
subject to change.

*Providing the Pasadena 
Symphony Association 
with your email indicates 
that you would like to 
receive updates and 
special offers via email.



Pasadena Symphony Association 
150 S. Los Robles, Suite 460
Pasadena, CA 91101

brett mitchell music director
A T  A M B A S S A D O R  A U D I T O R I U M
SEASON
2627

25%
SUBSCRIBE 

& SAVE
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